
This itineraries provide ideas on where to get started  
the Water Trail. View the online map for the most up to date 
information on all access points to extend any trip or create your own 
adventure. Be sure to check river levels and assess weather conditions 
before you launch, since they may be different than what is described. 

WATERWAY:	 Susquehanna River

DIFFICULTY: 	 Easy

MILEAGE: 		  2+  miles

HAZARDS: 		  None 

ACCESS POINTS:		
Marshland Road
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MARSHLAND ROAD  
Roundtrip circling Hiawatha Island

This is a good launch for a short trip around Hiawatha Island for 
some birdwatching or paddle around the island, down to 
Hickories Park and back.
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Paddle-by-paddle itinerary

	 From the launch at Marshland Road, you can paddle in either direction to circle Hiawatha Island. 
Paddling to the right will take you upriver, and to the left will take you downriver. 

	 If you are interested in exploring the island, the entry point to the island trails is on the North side of the 
island (see map watermancenter.org/_files/ugd/81a2e5_cbd87424f9bc43ea82424e897c6ba686.pdf). 

	 You can also paddle around the island, and then head to Hickories Park for a picnic. Once you pass the 
end of Hiawatha Island, the concrete ramp at the next access point at Hickories Park launch will be river 
right, just before the NY-434 Connector Bridge. 

	 When you are ready to get off the water, paddle back to Marshland Road for take-out.

MARSHLAND ROAD
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Susquehanna River near Hiawatha Island
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MARSHLAND ROAD
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ACCESS POINT:	

Marshland Road Boat Launch
WATER TRAIL MILE:  143.14
WATERWAY:  	Susquehanna River, left
ADDRESS:	 Marshland Road 
		  Apalachin, NY 13732

This access point is also a good launch for a short 
trip around Hiawatha Island. The gentle current in 
this area makes it easy to paddle up river if you 
want to explore the area from here. 

There is a paved ramp, and the parking lot can 
accommodate 12 vehicles, including trailers. From the road, there is a brown sign for the Town of 
Owego Boat Launch. 

NOTE: After periods of heavy rain/high water, the ramp may be muddy and slippery.
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MARSHLAND ROAD
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POINTS OF INTEREST:

Hiawatha Island 
Located across from the Marshland Road Boat Launch, at 112 acres Hiawatha 
Island is the largest island in the Susquehanna River in New York State. It was 
once a recreational destination where guests arrived by steamboat to picnic 
or stay at the Hiawatha Hotel. At one point it was also a farm, and there are 
currently rustic trails and historic remnants of that former life. Now owned by 
Waterman Conservation Education Center, it is home to a pair of Bald Eagles, 
Herons, and other wildlife. For information on in Hiawatha Island, including a 
trail map, or any of the other preserves managed by Waterman, visit  
www.watermancenter.org/

While every effort has been made to provide accurate information, we assume no responsibility for any errors or omissions. This information is not intended to 
supersede the proper skill, experience, or judgement every individual needs to safely participate in the sport of paddling or fishing. There is risk to these sports. 
Weather and water conditions can be unpredictable and change rapidly. It is the responsibility of each individual to assess the conditions prior to and during their 
time on the water and paddle according to their own ability. Be sure to read and follow all safety suggestions. By the utilization of this information, you acknowledge 
that you are participating in these activities at your own risk, and that the entities providing this information and their affiliates shall not be liable for any loss, 
damage, or injury that may arise as a result of your participation in this or any other activity along the waterways.

Hickories Park 
Hickories Park is large camping area with plenty of amenities including 
restrooms, showers, playgrounds, several pavilions, picnic tables, grills, 
volleyball courts, and walking paths. It is a great place to stretch your legs or 
enjoy the day. It is carry-in, carry-out.

The current is relatively gentle, making it easy to paddle to and from the 
same access points. The river depth in this area is also suitable for 
recreational motor boats and jet skis. 

Hickories Park offers many camping options. RV sites have water, electric, 
sewer, and septic removal. There are also tent camping sites with fire pits. 
There are no reservations, and pay-ment is cash only.

Food and lodging are also available on Route 17C, just off Hickories Park 
Road.
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